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Ida is going to be 97!  

 

 

 

Join the celebration at  

Services and Kiddush on  

Saturday, February 11th  

 

Shalom  
Congregation Eitz Chaim  

Monroe Woodbury Jewish Community Center  

1465 Orange Turnpike/P.O. Box  183  

Monroe, NY  10949     (845) 783 -  7424  

http://eitzchaim -monroe.org  

Rabbi Ari Perten  

 

February 2012 Shevat  Adar 5772 
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From the Desk of Rabbi Ari PertenFrom the Desk of Rabbi Ari PertenFrom the Desk of Rabbi Ari Perten    

   

              Veõahavta lõreicha kamocha zeh klal gadol baõtorah.  Thus teaches Rabbi Akiva, you 

shall love your neighbor as yourself, this is the general rule in the Torah.  Rabbi Akivaõs dic-

tum speaks to many of us.  For Judaism to be meaningful, caring about others needs to be a 

central tenant of our faith.  In the tradition of Rabbi Akiva, I wanted to share with you a pro-

ject that has begun in our community.  

 The Monroe -Woodbury area has a variety of faith based social action projects.  Most lo-

cally, Sacred Heart operates a once a week Soup kitchen and both the 1 st Presbyterian Church 

and the United Methodist Church both operate twice -a-week food pantries.  Different churches 

and synagogues in the area also manage other social action projects as well.  Though each of 

these different projects is certainly worthwhile, meaningful, and important two questions per-

sist.  Are we using our community resources, both financial and volunteer, effectively and are 

we appropriately serving the needs of our community?  To truly help those in need we need to 

operate not on an individual church or synagogue level, but rather to join forces as a collective, 

a collective that can better draw on communal resources and work cooperatively.  We need to 

consider what needs our community demonstrates and how we can best respond.  

 It is with such a vision that over the past few months the community has formed the 

Monroe-Woodbury Interfaith Social Action Council.  The mission of this group is twofold.  The 

first goal of the Council is to allow for better communication from our existing community so-

cial action projects.  In this way the food pantries and soup kitchen can better reach out to the 

greater community with requests for assistance both on volunteer level and on a food donation 

level.  The second goal of the Council is to asses what additional needs there are in the commu-

nity and to respond.  Thus far the Council has met five times and every house of worship in the 

community has participated.  We have begun to focus on specific projects that we expect to un-

dertake in the upcoming months.   Veõahavta lõreicha kamocha zeh klal gadol baõtorah.  You 

shall love your neighbor as yourself, this is the general rule in the Torah.  Please stay tuned 

for more information and how you can help!  
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 Honoring Congregation Eitz Chaimõs 

                40th Anniversary 
My check for $__________ is enclosed. 

Checks should be made payable to 

      MWJCC Journal Fund 

 

Mailing Address: 

MWJCC Journal 

P.O. Box 183 

Monroe, NY  10949 

 

Name _________________________________________ 

Phone ________________  Email __________________ 

Address _______________________________________ 

           _______________________________________ 

 

Solicited by ____________________________________ 
 

All ads must be received by May 15, 2012  

 

Attach copy or place text of ad here 

 

Thank you for your donation! 
 

 

 

Electronic copy can be submitted by enclosing CD with image file or by emailing to journal@eitzchaim -monroe.org 
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VOLUNTEERS NEEDED  

Sisterhood needs to fill a few positions on the Board of Directors. Donõt worry that you are un-

familiar with the job ñthere is always someone to help. We need:  

Vice -President ñsomeone who will move into the presidency (with Leaõs assistance!) 

Rosh Chodesh Womenõs Group ñwe need someone to lead the monthly program.  

ALL COMMITTEES NEED VOLUNTEERS.  Are you interested in programs or fundraising?  

Gift Shop or Kiddush? Get involved! Make new friends!  

Call Sheila (928 -6244), Lea  (783-8343) or Rochelle (783-2495). 

 

Dial Dial Dial ---   A A A ---   CardCardCard   

Order a special, beautiful card for any occasion simply by calling Samira Galler at 783 -

3930  Cards are available for any occasion including birthdays, graduations, in honor of, in 

memory of, or just because.  

Itõs simple.  Just call Samira and tell her who you would like to send the card to and what 

the occasion is, and she will personalize it on your behalf.  Then mail your donation (min. 

$8.00) check (made out to Sisterhood MWJCC) to her at  5 Mercury Avenue, Monroe, 

NY  10950  

Donations were received from: 

 
Judy Ronay & Family : In memory of Annette Matsil ïZichrona Lebracha 
                                        In honor of Sheila Ornstein. 
                                        Wishing Sheila a speedy recovery and Mazel Tov on the engagement. 
 
Sheila Ornstein :  Condolences to Harley Matsil and family on the loss of his mother, Annette. 
                             Condolences to Bruce Fischer & familu on the loss of his mother, Beverly, 
                             Wishing Edith & Marty Bard health & happiness in their new home. 
                             Wishing Ida Marshall a year of health and joy. 
 

SISTERHOOD ThankS You 

 
Special thanks to Sheree KaneGraber 

for making a generous donation in  

    honor of Diane Soss . 
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Dear Eitz Chaim Families,  

We have the opportunity to participate in an important ongoing act of tzedakah .  

Weekly, there are students in our Monroe -Woodbury Central School district who 

participate in a state -run lunch program.  Though the schools provide free lunch, 

students who qualify for the program often do not have enough food at home to 

allow for snacks during the day.  Many of these families are local neighbors and 

friends.  Whether through economic hardship, recent weather catastrophes, or 

temporary setback, etc., these local families need our assistance.  

Here, at Eitz Chaim, we have the opportunity to offer assistance.  Working in con-

junction with the local school, we can provide healthy snacks for these children 

and ensure that they have regular access to healthy forms of sustenance outside 

of the normal school day.   

Participation Details:  

Each week three EC families will partner together to provide 7 individually 

wrapped healthy snacks (fruit, canned soup, raisins, granola bars, etc.) for 

each participating free -lunch child at Sapphire Elementary School.  

The items will be bagged at EC and delivered by a volunteer to Sapphire Ele-

mentary School.  

Eitz Chaim families will have an opportunity to participate roughly once every 

two to three months (the program will run from now through June 2012, 

and begin again in September 2012 through next June 2013, continuing 

each school year) 

Anticipated cost: Maximum of $30 per participation week (meaning a $30 do-

nation once every 2 ð 3 months.)   

If you are interested in participating in this important program, please contact   

                Rabbi Perten rabbiperten@eitzchaim -monroe.org   or  

                             Jerome Spector spectors@optonline.net.  

 

On behalf of the entire community, we thank you for your continued support.  

 

Rabbi Ari Perten       Jerome Spector 

        Social Action Chairperson  

mailto:rabbiperten@eitzchaim-monroe.org
mailto:spectors@optonline.net
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Thank You for your DonationsThank You for your DonationsThank You for your Donations    

Donations for mid -December through mid -January 2012:      

 Chai Club donations - 2 

 

Mazel Tovõs / In honor of: 

¶ David and Bonnie Brunner ð In honor of Shari Goldsmith Spinaleõs Bat Mitzvah 

¶ Bob and Barbara Fromowitz ð In honor of the Pinkus birthdays and Karen Fischerõs birthday 

¶ Glenn and Leslie Green ð Refuah Shleimah ð Ben Ostrer; In honor of Beth Green reading Torah  

¶ William Ledwitz / Victoria Kilanowski ð general donation  

¶ Jacques Levine ð In honor of my favorite member of your congregation ð Dr. Paula Neyman  

¶ Sheila Ornstein ð In honor of the congregation  

¶ Shari and Frank Palermo  ð In honor of Ben Ostrer  

¶ Iris Schwartz and Herbert Perten ð general donation  

¶ Diane and Marty Soss  ð General donations  

¶ Jerome and Paula Spector  ð In honor of Shari Goldsmith Spinale becoming Bat Mitzvah  

¶ Ruth Sussman  ð In honor of my reading Torah  

¶ Gerry and Rita Wincott ð In honor of our wedding anniversary  

¶ David and Barbara Zucker  ð general donation  

¶ Jewish War Veterans of US, Post 758 ð In honor of Marty and Edith Bard  

 

Aliyahs and Mishaberach : 

¶ Margaret Meth ð For recitation of the Mishaberach  

¶ Gerry and Rita Wincott ð In honor of our Aliyahs and for recitations of the Mishaberach  

 

Yizkor / Yahrzeit / In memory of : 

¶ Jack and Arlyne Berman ð Yahrzeit donation  

¶ David and Bonnie Brunner  ð In memory of Roberta Kerman  

¶ Bob and Barbara Fromowitz ð In memory of Harley Matsilõs mother ð Annette Matsil; In memory of beloved 

brother, Joel Fromowitz  

¶ Samira and Henry Galler ð Yahrzeit donation  

¶ Glenn and Leslie Green  ð In memory of Harley Matsilõs mother, Annette Matsil 

¶ Stuart and Harriet Greenberg ð In memory of Sty Goldberg; Nettie Convertierre, Roberta Kerman  



7                                                                                                                                                                                     SHALOM  

 

¶ Sheila Ornstein  ð In memory of Harley Matsilõs mother, Annette Matsil 

¶ Shari and Frank Palermo  ð In memory of Harley Matsilõs mother, Annette Matsil 

¶ Jay and Karen Pomerantz ð In memory of Harley Matsilõs mother, Annette Matsil 

¶ Leonard Schwartz ð In memory of my father, Martin Schwartz  

¶ Reni Schustermann ð In memory of Harley Matsilõs mother, Annette Matsil 

¶ Jerome and Paula Spector ð In memory of Annette Matsil  

¶ Gerry and Rita Wincott ð Yahrzeit donation in memory of brother, George Lassen  

¶ Barbara and David Zucker ð In memory of Harry Leshin and Howard Zucker  

 

Teddy Neyman Gan Shalom Memorial Fund  (supports Gan Shalom Preschool activities, including programming and 

tuition assistance)  

K.E.N. Group  ð Donation to the Coffee & Carseats program  

 

Jonah Ehrenreich Memorial Garden  (Under the Teddy Neyman Gan Shalom School supervision, supports education and 

programming around nature - aimed at being environmentally conscious)  

 

Rabbiõs Discretionary Fund (enables the Rabbi to provide support for individuals in need, to give to worthy organizations and 

help the Eitz  

Chaim community)  

¶ Melissa Daley  ð For recitation of the Mishaberach; In honor of my friends at Eitz Chaim  

¶ Bob and Barbara Fromowitz ð In appreciation of Rabbi Pertenõs concern; In appreciation of Leslie Greenõs concern; 

For recitation of Mishaberachs; In honor of David and Bonnie Brunnerõs wedding anniversary; In memory of Beth Miller 

on the occasion of her yahrzeit  

¶ Beth Marks and Steve Moses ð In honor of Rabbi Ari and Rebecca Perten  

Warren Miller ð general donation  
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   @¬IMP AFMJGK AMKKGRRCC@¬IMP AFMJGK AMKKGRRCC@¬IMP AFMJGK AMKKGRRCC 

Eitz chaim is a caring community.   A B'kor Cholim committee has been formed to 

offer support to our Eitz Chaim family. If you or anyone you know in our congre-

gation needs a call, a card, or a contact, please call Rabbi Perten or let one of us 

on  the committee know.    

 
Beth Marks Moses   bethmsw12@aol.com     845-427-2704 

Paula Spector    spectors@optonline.net    845-610-3548 

Nancy Rothstein  nancyrothstein@hotmail.com    845-783-7069 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have Scrip in $50. -  & $100. -denominations.     

For every purchase you make, the Shul earns 5 percent.  

It is completely painless, you just exchange your cash for a gift card and - 

voila - you are ready to go shopping.  

The gift cards are available at the office. Call Melissa at  

 783-7424 or stop in.  

    ShopRite, Stop& Shop and Adams Scrips are available!  

 

                                      

                                     Believe it or not!Believe it or not!   

               Ida Marshall Ida Marshall Ida Marshall will be celebrating her 97th Birthday 97th Birthday 97th Birthday with a  

                                  Kiddush on Feb 11th.Feb 11th.Feb 11th.  

   If anyone would like to send a donation to Sisterhood in her        

honor, please send it, along with your Birthday Greeting, to:  

 
     Rochelle Marshall 298 Cromwell Hill Road, Monroe, NY 10950  

                                                 Or  

Sisterhood MWJCC  PO Box 183 Monroe, NY 10949 or drop it off at the shul office.      

                  Please make checks payable to: Sisterhood MWJCC  

SCRIP GIFT CARDSSCRIP GIFT CARDSSCRIP GIFT CARDS    

mailto:bethmsw12@aol.com
mailto:spectors@optonline.net
mailto:nancyrothstein@hotmail.com
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                                  EITz CHAIM GIFT SHOP 

 

 

 

CALL JANE KEIMAN 783 -3110 

 FOR SPECIAL ORDERS AND APPOINTMENTS

       

  The Gift Shop will be OPEN :  

     Sundays (During Hebrew School Hours)  

                                              

Kiddush NewsKiddush NewsKiddush News 

Since the New Year (the Jewish one) many families have sponsored the Kiddush after Shabbat services.  We ap-

preciate their generosity and thoughtfulness and enjoy sharing the food and conversation after services. Please 

consider sponsoring a Kiddush to celebrate an event or honor someone special.  A kiddush can be easy to do. We 

also encourage sharing a Kiddush with someone else so that it is easier and less expensive.  Please call me any-

time with questions about sponsoring: 610-3548 or spectors@optonline.net.   

Shalom, Paula Spector  

Many thanks to our members for sponsoring the following  kiddushes:  

Feb 4thñThe Kleiman Family in honor of  Benõs college graduation and Leeõs 

High School graduation.  

Feb 11thñThe Marshall Family in honor of Idaõs 97th Birthday. 

Feb 18thñThe Hasin Family in honor of Hannah leading the Shaharit service.  

Feb 25thñSheila Ornstein & Michael Schneider in honor of their engagement.  

Mar 24th ñRuth Sussman and Sheila Ornstein in honor of their birthdays.  

 

NEW FUNDRAISERNEW FUNDRAISERNEW FUNDRAISER   

Eitz Chaim has started a  new and simple fundraiser.  iGive.com  allows you to shop at over 800 

popular online stores and provides a percentage of your purchase back to the syna-

gogue.  Participation is simple and has no cost to you -- sign up with  iGive.com and select Mon-

roe-Woodbury Jewish Center as your cause.  Then simply select the store you wish to purchase 

from, click on the link on the iGive page, and shop as usual.  iGive does not require any credit 

card information.  There are even daily coupons for your favorite sites as well.  There is also a 

general internet search engine and for each search you do, a penny is donated towards us.   

Please think of Eitz Chaim as you do your online shopping...visit  http://www.igive.com/welcome/

index2.cfm  to sign up.  

Stop by downstairs to 

see all the new items 

weõve purchased for 

adults and kids!  

http://igive.com/
http://igive.com/
http://www.igive.com/welcome/index2.cfm
http://www.igive.com/welcome/index2.cfm

